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WHITE RIBBON DAY 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Parliamentary Secretary) [12.18 pm]: I wish to inform the house of 
White Ribbon Day and the Sixteen Days of Activism to Stop Violence Against Women. White Ribbon is the 
world’s largest male-led movement to end violence against women. In Australia, this includes an annual national 
campaign to change attitudes and behaviours that perpetuate domestic violence. Held on 25 November each year, 
the White Ribbon campaign invites men to pledge that they will challenge sexist and violent behaviour by 
speaking up and raising awareness of the issue. 

Focusing on men as the core catalyst for change, this year the Department for Child Protection and 
Family Support has developed STAND UP on White Ribbon Day. Twenty prominent men in the Perth 
community have generously agreed to support the cause and contribute to the event. They include local 
businessmen, radio personalities, sportsmen, entrepreneurs and artists, as well as Hon Joe Francis, MLA, 
Minister for Emergency Services; Corrective Services; Small Business; Veterans. These men have been 
photographed holding up quotes about ending violence against women and have also agreed to help spread the 
message through social media. The photographs will be presented at the STAND UP on White Ribbon Day 
event, at which the Minister for Child Protection will also launch the improved Youth Say No website and 
resources. The website and resources were developed by young people for young people, and include 
information about dating violence, family and domestic violence, and supporting a mate who may be 
experiencing abuse in their family or personal relationship. 

Family and domestic violence crosses all social, economic and demographic boundaries. On Friday, 
27 November, the minister will lead a silent march through the city to commemorate those who have lost their 
lives as a result of domestic violence. This is the twenty-fifth anniversary of the annual Silent Domestic Violence 
Memorial March, and the community will gather together to honour and remember the lives that have ended as 
a result of this crime. 

White Ribbon Day Marks the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. Through 
engagement with the White Ribbon campaign, or by becoming a White Ribbon ambassador, a growing number 
of men continue to join the cause, contributing to safer communities. 

We all have a role to play in contributing to social change, and I urge all members of Parliament to wear white 
ribbons and continue to advocate to end violence against women. Together, we can stand up to abolish the cycle 
of violence and give victims a voice. Thank you. 
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